iCONN Learning Activity

Most Influential European Leader
Level: High School

Task:  Students must write a speech to nominate a person they believe to be the “Most Influential European Leader” who lived between 1850 and 2001.

Research Question:  What achievements support your nomination of this person as the most influential European leader?

Content Area(s):  Modern European History (AP)

State Content Standard(s):

Social Studies:

Standard 2:  Local, United States and World History.  Students will use historical thinking skills to develop an understanding of the major historical periods, issues and trends in United States history, world history and Connecticut and local history.

iCONN Database(s):  Discovering Collection, Biography Resource Center, InfoTrac Junior Edition
Search Strategy:

1. Go to http://www.iconn.org/
2. Click on Search Individual Resources 
1. Open Discovering Collection from the left hand column
2. Enter the name of your person, in the Find box (last name, first name order doesn’t matter) 

3. Click SEARCH (or press the ENTER key)

4. Your results are available on colored folder tabs. Biographies will be found on the Reference tab.
Alternate Search Strategy:

1. Go to http://www.iconn.org/ 
2. Click on Search Individual Resources 

3. Open Biography Resource Center
4. Enter YOUR PERSON search by name box

5. You may be presented with a list of people with the same name; choose your person.
6. Your person may have biographies, magazine and journal articles, and websites.  The biographies are your first stop.  
7. To print or e-mail click on the Print or E-mail buttons located on the left side of the page 

Adaptations for Differentiated Learning:

Search Strategy:

1. Go to http://www.iconn.org/
2. Beneath the header called “Search Individual Resources” click on “-High School”
3. Open InfoTrac Junior Edition
4. Select Subject Search

5. Enter the name (e.g., Winston Churchill) in the search box

6. Click Find (or hit ENTER)

7. Click on View next to an appropriate narrowed-down results set (e.g., Encyclopedia Excerpts)

8. In the results set, click on an article title or Check Out to read the article
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