
iCONN Learning Activity 

 

Investigating Physical Science 
 

Level:  High School 

 

Task:  This is an inquiry-based, summer science reading task that directs students entering 9
th

 

grade physical science to read three articles, selected from iCONN databases, on scientific topics 

and then complete a 3-2-1 summary sheet to be turned in and used within the first week of 

classes.  Articles must be 800 words or longer and published after 1994.  Students may choose to 

read articles on just one topic or any combination of topics from the key word list provided.  

Keywords include: 

� metric and the United States 

� nuclear energy and analysis 

� green energy 

� global warming and causes 

� nuclear terrorism 

� wind farms 

� scientific method 

� renewable energy 

 

Research Question: What are some important aspects of these physical science issues? 
 

Content Area(s): Physical Science, Learning Resources and Information Technology 

 

State Content Standard(s): 
 

Science: 
9-10(h) Communicate ideas and support arguments about science-related matters using relevant 

science vocabulary, evidence and logic. 

 

Learning Resources and Information Technology: 
3.  Information Strategies: Students will demonstrate a command of information skills and 

strategies to locate and use effectively print, nonprint and/or electronic resources to solve 

problems, conduct research and pursue personal interests. 

 

iCONN Database(s):  InfoTrac Student Edition 

 

Search Strategy: 

 

1. Go to www.iconn.org 

2. Open the InfoTrac Student Edition database 

3. Enter one of the keyword terms listed above into the search box (e.g., wind farms) 

4. Limit the search to documents with full text 

5. Limit the search by date – set to after by clicking on that radio button and select  

1  January 1995 by using the drop down menu 



6. Click on Search to submit your information (or hit ENTER) 

7. Examine your results for articles that are published after 1994 and are 800 words or longer 

8. From the articles that meet the criteria, make your selection based on readability and interest  

9. Click on title or Full-text to read the full article 

10. Read the article carefully  

11. Complete your 3-2-1 Summary Sheet including the article citation. (must be typed) 

12. Repeat the above steps until you have completed your 3 articles (You may choose to read 

articles on just one topic or any combination of topics from the keyword list provided.) 

 

Alternate Search Strategy: 

 

Modify/change search terms or pre-select specific journals to be used. 

 

Adaptations for Differentiated Learning: 

 

Use InfoTrac Junior Edition for students with learning disabilities.  Use Expanded Academic 

ASAP for more advanced learners.  

 

Search Strategy: 
Follow the process and strategies listed above. 
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