Directions for Completing the iCONN Learning Activity

Submission Form

iCONN learning activities are not designed to provide full-blown lesson plans, but should give enough information about a learning activity to enable other educators can see the context of the task and how iCONN resources help students with that task.  Students are generally required to use a variety of resources for their research tasks and these activities illustrate the part iCONN can contribute and address in a meaningful way.  The learning activities also illustrate the types of research questions that can make the best use of the databases and how they relate to the skills and competencies for student learning that have been developed by the State Department of Education.

In order to maintain a consistent format for sample learning activities, please use the categories in the submission form and definitions supplied.  Examples of how these fields should be completed can be found in the model learning activities found at;  www.iconn.org/staff/index.html or in the iCONN Training Manual available at:  www.iconn.org/staff/training.html 
School Level:  Enter elementary, middle/intermediate or high school based on the state’s classification for the school.  If the school spans more than one level, enter the level that best describes the level where the lesson is taught.

Student Task:  Give a title to the learning activity.  Use this same title when submitting your permission form.  Describe the general content area and assignment/unit where the iCONN searches are used.  Include the grade(s) where this task is given.  What, in general terms, is the context for the research?

Research Question:  What specific question is guiding student research?  These are the big questions about which learning is structured and directs the learner’s attention to an important area of study.

Content Area(s):  List the content area(s) or discipline(s) the learning activity addresses.  Within what curriculum area(s) does the student task fall – e.g. science, math, health.

Content Standard(s):  List up to three content area performance standards that are related to the learning activity.  Use the full text of the performance standard, not just a number.  The state performance standards to be used for this section are found at the State Department of Education web site:  www.state.ct.us/sde
Click on the “Curriculum” button and then the appropriate content standards area.  Refer to the sample learning activities in the iCONN Training Manual for examples.

Search Strategies:  Include one or more search strategies using iCONN databases that provide information related to the research question.  You may use a search you used as a model for students, or an actual student search.  Each step of the search should be included so that a reader could follow through the search with accurate results.  Include searches in as many databases as apply to the assignment.

Alternate Search Strategies:  Include searches from additional iCONN databases that would be useful to addressing the learning activity, especially some of the more specialized databases.

Adaptations for Differentiated Learning:  These searches illustrate use of iCONN databases for the same task that would be appropriate for differentiating instruction for students who need extra assistance or greater academic challenge.  Searches should be complete so that another educator could follow the search to successful access of needed information.  The purpose of these searches is to show how iCONN resources can help all students learn at their own ability level.

Submitted By:  Include name(s) of all who should be credited for the learning task, your school name, address, phone and e-mail, so you can be contacted if there are any questions.

When the form is completed, e-mail a copy as an attachment to bgoyette@att.net.  Mail the completed permission form to:  Betty Goyette, 208 Timrod Rd., Manchester, CT 06040.

Please double-check the searches before submitting the sample learning task to make sure they are accurate.

If you have any questions, please e-mail them to:  bgoyette @att.net
