iCONN Learning Activity
Controversial Issues

Level:  High School (10th Grade)

Task:  Students research a controversial issue in preparation for a debate.

Research Question:  What are the arguments, pro and con, that have been offered by the press and political leaders regarding a controversial issue?

Content Area(s):  U.S. History – Current Events

State Content Standard(s):

Social Studies

Standard 3:  Historical Themes.  Students will apply their understanding of historical periods, issues and trends to examine such historical themes as ideals, beliefs and institutions; conflict and conflict resolution; human movement and interaction; and science and technology in order to understand how the world came to be the way it is.

iCONN Database(s):  PowerSearch
Search Strategy:
1. Go to http://www.iconn.org/
2. Beneath the header called “Search Individual Resources” click on “-High School”
3. Open PowerSearch
4. Use the Subject Guide Search and enter your search term in the box (e.g., terrorism)
5. Click on the plus sign for View Subdivisions or Related subjects to narrow your results

6. Click on a subdivision (e.g. Causes of)

7. Look at results list

8. Your results are sorting by relevance; if you rather sort by date, you may choose Publication Date from the Relevance drop down box. 

9. Click on a title of on Full-text to read an article

Also try:

1. Follow steps 1-4 above.

2. Click on your subject to view all articles

3. Click on the Limit By arrow on the left hand sidebar.

4. Select Document Type from the drop box.

5. Select Editorial or Viewpoint Essay from the list.

6. This will narrow your results to articles with a viewpoint on your issue.

7. Your results are sorting by relevance; if you rather sort by date, you may choose Publication Date from the Relevance drop down box. 

Adaptations for Differentiated Learning:

Search Strategy:

1. Go to http://www.iconn.org/
2. Beneath the header called “Search Individual Resources” click on “-High School”
3. Open either Academic OneFile (for students needing greater challenge) or InfoTrac Junior Edition (for students who are challenged)
4. Enter the search term (e.g., terrorism in television) in the search box, click on SEARCH (or press the ENTER key)
5. Your results are sorting by relevance; if you rather sort by date, you may choose Publication Date from the Relevance drop down box. 

6. Click on a title to read the article

iCONN suggests the following match of search subject areas and resources:

Social Studies:
 History Resource Center (U.S. or World)

Science: Science Resource Center
Medical: Health & Wellness Resource Center
From:

Conard High School

West Hartford
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