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BOOKMARKS

Distributing the iCONN
bookmark directly to Con-
necticut residents- at the
rate of 50,000 per month -
commenced in September
2005 through the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) officein Wethers-
field.

Shipments will continue on
amonthly basis until the
supply of 600,000 book-
marks is exhausted. In ad-
dition, theinitial supply of
75,000 bookmarks that was
reserved for distribution to
patrons through their librar-
ies has already been ex-
hausted and replaced with a
new stock of 75,000 book-
marks.

ICONN “FAIRS” WELL AT DURHAM AGAIN!

Librarians from the State Library and volun-
teers from libraries throughout Connecticut
staffed an iCONN exhibit in the Commercial
Exhibits building at the Durham Fair for atotal
of 35 hours from Friday, September 23
through Sunday, September 25.

The primary purpose of the exhibit— to pro-
mote public awareness of iCONN at an event
with attendance of over 220,000 people — was
amply validated by the sheer numbers of peo-
ple who professed no knowledge of iCONN

but who at the same time were very apprecia-
tiveto learn about it and how to accessit.
iCONN remains a strong motivator for library
non-usersto obtain apublic library card.

This exhibit was coordinated by iCONN staff

members Steve Cauffman, Sharon Clapp, Gail
Hurley and Bill Sullivan. We are very grateful
to the volunteers who contributed part of their

weekend to help staff the exhibit:

- Helen Aiello (Wesleyan University)

- Cecelia Becker (Somers Public Library)

- Christy Billings (Russell Library)

- Sharon Brettschneider (Connecticut State
Library)

- Susan Brown (Wallingford Public Li-
brary)

- Susan Cormier (Connecticut State Li-
brary)

- Patricia Daragan (U. S. Coast Guard
Academy Library, New London)

- MonaFlorea (Three Rivers Community
College)

- Michelle Foyt (Russell Library)

- AlanaMeloni (C. H. Booth Library, New-
town)

- MonaScully-Smith (Welles-Turner Me-
morial Library)
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CLA, CLC, CSL AND BARNES & NOBLE

The Connecticut Library Association, Con-
necticut Library Consortium and the Connecti-
cut State Library are partnering with Barnes &
Noble Booksellers to Love Your Library this
holiday season.

On Friday, December 2nd and Saturday, De-
cember 3rd, Barnes & Noble will donate 15%
to 25% of every sale at Connecticut (and se-
|ect out-of-state) store locations to iCONN for
the benefit of all of Connecticut’slibraries!

To qualify, purchases must be accompanied
by aLove Your Library voucher, which can be
found online at the Love Your Library website
(www.loveyourlibrary.con).

Love Your Library vouchers and promotional
materials are being designed and will be dis-
tributed to al public librariesin the state elec-
tronically and via ConnectiCar thisfall. The
voucher will also appear on the back of this

“Your

library

year's "Children's Books for Holiday Giving'
brochure.

Pleaseinvite your patrons, students, col-
leagues, family and friendsto "Love their
Libraries" by shopping at Barnes & Noble
stores on December 2nd and 3rd. Libraries
will benefit - and thus, so will their patrons!

For more information, including alist of par-
ticipating Barnes & Noble stores, visit
www.loveyourlibrary.comor
www.iconn.org/lyl/index.htm
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ENHANCEMENTS

The reQuest Catalog was
enhanced in the following

ways:

Phrase searching

ILL lender selection
can be set to take into
account the circ status
of the item being re-
guested

Patrons can indicate
their willingness topay
for an item being re-
quested vialLL

The holdings of al
library networks are
now displaying circ
status in reQuest

ICONN
STAFFING

We are seeking applica
tionsto fill anewly-
created, full-time Elec-
tronic Resources Coordi-
nator position. The appli-
cation closing date is Oc-
tober 28, 2005. Cadl Teri
Antonini at 860-566-5814
for more information.

The iCONN Times is a quar-
terly publication of the Con-
necticut Digital Library. Find
it on the Web at

www.iconn.org/
iConnTimes.aspx

Connecticut Digital Library
786 South Main Street
Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 344-2475

Tall free (888) 256-1222

ICONN OUTREACH

Sharon Clapp, Outreach Coordinator for
iCONN, has created a blog to document
her ongoing efforts to increase public
awareness of iICONN:
iconnoutreach.blogspot.com

The Connecticut State Library has con-
tracted with UCONN'’ s Center for Sur-
vey Research & Analysis (CSRA) to sur-
vey Connecticut residents about their
awareness of the Connecticut Digitd Li-
brary. The survey will question residents
about their knowledge and perceptions of
iCONN, and their leve of public library
usage. Beyond awareness, the survey
will help us understand what information
the public would most like to obtain from
iCONN.

The survey should be completed by the
middle of November. The results will
then be presented to the Connecticut
Digita Library Advisory Board by
UCONN CSRA daff. iCONN staff will
use the survey results to optimize their
public awareness campaigns and to tailor
digital library resources to better meet
the needs of Connecticut residents.

The annual update on iCONN including
special iICONN library cards was distrib-
uted to legidators on September 6, 2005.
The update included a press release
(September 2005) that islocated at:
Www..iconn.org/PressRel ease.aspx.

A detailed description of all iCONN re-
sources, along with the Top 10 Reasons
to Use iCONN, was published in the Sep-
tember 2005 issue of the Connecticut
PTA Bulletin, which is available at:
www.ctpta.org/bull etin/Sep-2005.pdf
The Bulletin is distributed to approxi-
mately 1,000 PTA members and support-
ersstatewide.

On August 9, 2005, Sharon Clapp, as-
sisted by Steve Cauffman, exhibited
ICONN at the Small & Minority Business
Showcase sponsored by the Secretary of
State’s office.

An article on iCONN was published in
the Fall 2005 issue of FOCL POINT, the
newsletter of the Friends of Connecticut
Libraries.

REQUEST CATALOG CURRENCY

The reQuest Magazine Catalog was up-
dated in August using afile that was ex-
ported from OCLC on July 5, 2005. Gale
and ProQuest links were added/updated to
reflect the new file. The reQuest Maga-
zine Catalog now contains 70,070 records
and 187,926 holdings from 409 libraries
of al typesin Connecticut.

The reQuest Main Catalog shows a de-
crease in the percentage of annua updates
and an increase in the percentage of
monthly updates from December 2004 to
July 2005. Therewasalso anincreasein
the number of libraries contributing hold-
ings to reQuest from 404 to 413 in the
same time period.

December 2004 | July 2005

#of Libraries 404 413
# of Holdingsin reQuest Main Catalog 18,775,246 | 20,267,578
% of LibrariesUpdating Daily 36% 16%
% of LibrariesUpdating Monthly 15% 26%
% of LibrariesUpdating Annually 25% 9%
% of LibrariesUpdating L ess Frequently than oncea year N.A. 19%
% of Libraries Updating on Other Frequency 24% 30%
TOTAL 100% 100%




