CONNECTICUT DIGITAL LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD

MIDDLETOWN LIBRARY SERVICE CENTER

Minutes of the Meeting on May 5, 2004

Present:  Alan Benkert, David Bretthauer, Elizabeth Frechette, Alana Meloni, Jenifer O’Connor, Deborah Salewski, Arthur Skerker

Others:  Lynette Baisden, Stephen Cauffman, William Sullivan (CSL), Patricia Daragan

Absent:  Melissa Behney, Janet Crozier, Alfred Hopkins, Kendall Wiggin, Jonas Zdanys
1.  Call to Order

Jenifer O’Connor chaired the meeting in Alfred Hopkin’s absence.  Jenifer called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m.

2.  Introduction – Patricia Daragan

Jenifer introduced Patricia Daragan.  Patricia Daragan is the Director of the U. S. Coast Guard Academy Library.  Patricia gave a brief description of the academy and the work that she has done there.

3.  Approval of Minutes

Art Skerker MOVED (2nd Alan Benkert) to approve the minutes of March 3, 2004 as presented.  VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

4.  Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved as presented.  VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.

5.  Public Comment

There was no public comment.

6.  New Business

a.  Nominations Committee – Action Doc. 04-02

Alan Benkert MOVED to approve the appointment of Patricia Daragan to the Connecticut Digital Library Advisory Board for the term of January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2005.  VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.  All in favor.

7.  State Library Report – William Sullivan (for Kendall Wiggin)

Bill Sullivan distributed the written text of the State Librarian’s Report prepared by Kendall Wiggin.  Included in the report was news that thirty-three LSTA grant applications were submitted to the State Library.  The Board expressed some concerns about the number of summer reading initiatives that exist.  Art Skerker asked the Board to send him any concerns and he would share them with his Commissioner.  Art Skerker reported that DOIT should have completed all library connection upgrades by June 2005

8.  Department of Higher Education Report – Jonas Zdanys

Jonas Zdanys was absent from the meeting.  There was no report given.

9.  Other Reports

a.  Database Committee – William Sullivan (for Sharon Brettschneider)

Bill Sullivan reported that the Database Committee met on April 30.  The members discussed the acquisition and procurement process.  The committee’s main focus is on the Tier 1 databases.  The Gale databases are up for renewal after 6/30/05, and we must have a replacement that was obtained through a competitive selection process.  After reviewing the options, the Committee consensus was to do a full Request for Proposal rather than a simple bid or sole source agreement.  They will work to update the original RFP and establish minimum requirements. The plan is to issue the RFP in September 2004.  In FY2005, no price increases for Tier II databases are planned except for LexisNexis.  The committee consensus was to keep the current mix of Tier II public/school databases (Wilson Biographies, Discovering Collection, Newsstand) for FY2005 and to form a focus group(s) of public and school librarians to obtain input on Tier II needs for FY2006.  Similarly, for academic databases, the committee consensus was to keep the current mix of databases for FY2005 and to seek input from CCALD on what is needed for FY2006.  The Committee will also revisit what is available in the marketplace for Tier II.

b.  Public Awareness – William Sullivan (for Sharon Brettschneider)

Bill Sullivan reported that the State Library currently has a contract with Betty Goyette to develop a tool kit for iCONN for K-12 educators.  Betty has sent out a mailing to school library media specialists asking them to submit their successful learning activities to be included in the tool kits.  Sharon Brettschneider sent out a letter to all public library directors announcing and describing the newest iCONN databases, AP Photo Archive and HeritageQuest Online.  Bill sent a mailing to the directors of senior centers in Connecticut describing how iCONN could be accessed and some of the iCONN databases that might be of interest to that audience, including HeritageQuest Online.  Bill also distributed the April 2004 edition of The iCONN Times.

c.  Digital Library Progress Report – William Sullivan

Bill Sullivan reported that the migration to Phase II (merging iCONN and reQuest) is scheduled for July 16.  Auto-Graphics will be responsible for hosting the iCONN homepage and authenticating access to all of the databases.  Registration of the iCONN domain will transfer from CSU to Auto-Graphics.  The pages that patrons will see will be hosted on our main Website by Auto-Graphics.  The staff pages will be located at the Connecticut version of WebJunction along with all the pages in the Division of Library Development’s website.  The website address is:  CT.WebJunction.org.  Bill distributed a letter that was sent to the reQuest data providers (local systems and regional networks) soliciting Z39.50 profiling information that would enable reQuest to display circ status information along with the library holding information that displays now.

10.  New Business
a.  reQuest/Agent Circ Status demo – Stephen Cauffman
Steve Cauffman gave an informative demo of how circ status displays in reQuest today (for those libraries that have been profiled for this feature.  Bill Sullivan distributed an example of the new look of the AGent resource screen. 

12.  Adjourn

Alan Benkert MOVED (2ND David Bretthauer) to adjourn the meeting at 2:40 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 7, 2004 at the Middletown Library Service Center.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynette Baisden,

Connecticut State Library

