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November 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Sharon Clapp, Outreach Coordinator, 1-888-256-1222

Connecticut State Library / Connecticut Digital Library

Has Anyone Seen Christmas? Supports Love Your Library in Pre-Event Kickoff, December 1st!
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MIDDLETOWN, CT -  To kick off Love Your Library days in true holiday style, Anne Margaret Lewis, author of Has Anyone Seen Christmas?,  will be touring eight of Connecticut’s Barnes & Noble stores, where she’ll be signing copies of this children’s holiday. Ms. Lewis will be touring the Barnes & Noble Booksellers at Danbury, Enfield, Manchester, North Haven, Norwalk, Orange, West Hartford, and Westport on December 1st. 
All copies of Has Anyone Seen Christmas? purchased on this date will be counted toward the Love Your Library fundraiser for Connecticut’s libraries (even without the Love Your Library vouchers).
To help get the Love Your Library fundraiser off on the right foot, the publishers of this title (Mackinac Island Press - http://www.mackinacislandpress.com ) have also generously offered to provide one copy of the book for free to every public library in the state of Connecticut!
WBZ in Boston called Has Anyone Seen Christmas? unique, fresh and timeless and compared it with Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.  Bookstores all over the country are recommending Has Anyone Seen Christmas?. Has Anyone Seen Christmas? was recently honored as #1 book at the New England Booksellers Association and Great Lakes Booksellers Association meetings. The American Booksellers Association just selected it as one of the Best Christmas books for 2005. See what people are saying about this book...
Love Your Library will take place on Friday, December 2nd and Saturday, December 3rd. On those dates, 15% to 25% of purchases made at Connecticut’s Barnes & Noble stores (and stores in Massachusetts and Warwick, RI) using Love Your Library vouchers will be donated to Connecticut’s libraries. Barnes & Noble stores will offer special events and “wish list” tables with items that customers can purchase for their local public libraries to add to their collections. 

The Love Your Library days fundraiser is being coordinated by the Connecticut Library Consortium, Connecticut State Library’s Digital Library (iCONN) project, and Barnes & Noble, with the support of Connecticut’s public libraries. The project’s proceeds will be used to
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underwrite databases used by all Connecticut libraries and state residents. iCONN, the Connecticut Digital Library, provides databases with the full-text contents of online encyclopedias, newspapers, magazines, scholarly journals, and more.

For more on the Love Your Library project, see our homepage at www.loveyourlibrary.com. For more on iCONN, go to http://www.iconn.org/abouticonn.aspx, or, to use the service, have your Connecticut public library card available and go to http://www.iconn.org.

Has Anyone  Seen Christmas?

By Anne Margaret Lewis
Illustrated by Wendy Popko
What is time spelled backwards? It’s EMIT, and he has been chosen by Santa to navigate his sleigh on Christmas Eve. When Emit falls off the sleigh, he must travel through all the other holidays before he finds Christmas, and its real meaning. Each holiday character, including Baby New Year, Cupid, an Easter Bunny who hops on a pogo stick, and Lady Liberty with her torch, join Emit on his journey in search of Christmas. http://www.mackinacislandpress.com/books_christmas.html 

For more information, to get vouchers, or to locate participating stores, go to http://www.loveyourlibrary.com.  Project contacts are:
Sharon Clapp, Outreach Coordinator for iCONN, the Connecticut Digital Library (Connecticut State Library) (sclapp@cslib.org or 860-344-2475)

Deborah Zulick, Project Coordinator, Connecticut Library Consortium (dzulick@ctlibrarians.org or 860-344-8777 x102)

Donna Serafino, Community Relations Manager, Barnes & Noble’s Manchester store (crm2167@bn.com or 860-648-9191). 

Participating Love Your Library stores:

	· Canton
· Danbury
· Enfield
· Farmington
· Glastonbury
	· Manchester
· North Haven
· Norwalk
· Orange
· Waterbury
	· West Hartford
· Westport
· Holyoke, MA
· Worcester, MA
· Warwick, RI
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